EPILOGUE

such orations as hath been set forth in this high court of Parlia-
ment, yet is he not so able to open and set forth my mind and
meaning, and the secrets of my heart, in so plain and ample
manner as I myself am and can do: wherefore I taking upon
me to answer your eloquent oration, master Speaker, say that
where you, in the name of our well beloved commons, hath both
praised and extolled me for the notable qualities that you have
conceived to be in me, I most heartily thank you all that you have
put me in remembrance of my duty, which is to endeavour my-
self to obtain and get such excellent qualities and necessary
virtues, as a Prince or governor should or ought to have, of which
gifts I recognize myself both bare and barren; but of such small
qualities as God hath endued me withal, I render to his goodness
my most humble thanks, intending with all my wit and diligence
to get and acquire to me such notable virtues and princely
qualities as you have alleged to be incorporate in my person.
These thanks for your loving admonition and good counsel first
remembered, I eftsoons thank you again, because that you con-
sidering our great charges (not for our pleasure, but for your
defence, not for our gain, but to our great cost) which we have
lately sustained, as well in defence of our and your enemies as
for the conquest of that fortress which was to this realm most
displeasant and noisome, and shall be, by God's grace hereafter,
to our nation most profitable and pleasant, have freely of your
own mind granted to us a certain subsidy, here in an act specified,
which verily we take in good part, regarding more your kindness
than the profit thereof, as he that setteth more by your loving
hearts than by your substance. Besides this hearty kindness I
cannot a little rejoice when I consider the perfect trust and sure
confidence which you have put in me, as men having undoubted
hope and unfeigned belief in my good doings and just proceed-
ings for you, without my desire or request, have committed to
mine. order and disposition all Chantries, Colleges, Hospitals,
and other places specified in a certain act, firmly trusting that I
will order them to the glory of God, and the profit of the common
wealth.. Surely if I, contrary to your expectation, should suffer
the ministers of the Church to decay, or learning (which is great
a jewel) to be minished, or poor and miserable people to be